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Abstract
“A Gender Based Approach to Disaster Management in preparing for and coping with Natural Disasters in the Caribbean ”

-By Narissa A N Seegulam
The purpose of this research is to show gender as a significant factor in the construction of social vulnerabilities in disaster preparedness and disaster management. This paper presents a systematic analysis of the areas of vulnerabilities and capabilities of men and women through reconstruction and transformation of disaster management. The study includes an analysis of the effect of gender specific vulnerabilities of women in the case of natural disasters in the Caribbean; the effects on gender inequalities in areas such as human rights, political and economic status, education, health which further contribute to gender vulnerabilities; the effects of post disaster rehabilitation and reconstruction for women; the strengthening of women’s leadership and their participation in the decision making process during reconstruction in the aftermath of disaster. The paper presents gender based policy options in the light of coping with natural disasters for the Caribbean region. Such a gender and disaster management policy plan will define indicators to measure progress in achieving the integration of gender considerations; allocate budget resources if appropriate; and establish monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to measure success in main-streaming gender concerns for disaster management.
